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tional books was only partially restricted. No State books were
issued; and the Ministers in charge were careful to repeat often
that they had no such intentions. The only exception was the
issue of a manual for military instruction; and even that, it was
stated, was only temporary. One might consider as another
exception the compulsory adoption of Mussolini's Dottrina del
Fascismo, although it could be published and commented upon
by anybody in any form. It was however natural for the Govern-
ment and the Party to try to encourage books written in the
Fascist spirit, and to prevent those clearly ' unsuitable to the new
climate* from falling into the hands of students. In January
1929 an order was issued that all books used in schools must be
'adherents of the Fascist spirit'; and very soon a number of
books, especially history books, were condemned as unorthodox.
The immediate consequence of these measures was that several
authors of school books tried to be as Fascist as possible, and
many teachers were inclined to avoid this or that book, in order
not to be accused of favouring non-Fascist books. This infiltra-
tion of Fascism was noticeable not only in books of history,
economics, geography, and anthologies of Italian literature, but
even in Latin grammar books and texts of mathematics, where
examples and exercises were often {inspired1 by Fascism." The
effect of Fascism on the average school books must not, however,
be exaggerated. It is noteworthy that a great number of them
remained almost unaffected by the new tendency. And this is
most noticeable in history books in which the sense of proportion
between the past and present is clearly kept, as, to quote just one
example, in Lemmi's Storia Contemporanea for the Lyceums.
Among other measures taken to 'Fascistize* the schools an
order must be mentioned for the removal from school libraries
(students' sections) of books unsuitable for a Fascist education.
The usual methods of propaganda were used to influence pupils
and teachers at school. Lectures on political subjects were
ordered to be held frequently, especially as the commemoration
of important events. Whether it was the anniversary of the pre-
Fascist Alfredo Oriani, or of George Washington (at a time in
which it suited to fraternize with America), or of Guglielmo
Marconi, or of the March on Rome, all students had to attend
a meeting and listen to speeches. The wireless was being used
more and more for propaganda purposes in schools. From 1935
onwards there were a number of schools in which every class-
room had its loudspeaker to be tuned-in for * important announce-
ments' or for speeches by Mussolini and other. Ministers.
Posters for naval and air propaganda were put up in schools
1929 onwards; in the same year schools were asked to help